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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of
H.R. 7535, as amended, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETERS). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY) that
the House suspend the rules and pass
the bill, H.R. 75635, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

IMPROVING GOVERNMENT FOR
AMERICA’S TAXPAYERS ACT

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend
the rules and pass the bill (H.R. 7331) to
require the Comptroller General of the
United States to provide certain infor-
mation with respect to unimplemented
priority recommendations as part of
the Comptroller General’s annual re-
porting to Congress, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7331

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Improving
Government for America’s Taxpayers Act”.
SEC. 2. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE

UNIMPLEMENTED PRIORITY REC-
OMMENDATIONS.

The Comptroller General of the United
States shall, as part of the Comptroller Gen-
eral’s annual reporting to committees of
Congress—

(1) consolidate Matters for Congressional
Consideration from the Government Ac-
countability Office in one report organized
by policy topic that includes the amount of
time such Matters have been unimplemented
and submit such report to congressional
leadership and the oversight committees of
each House;

(2) with respect to the annual letters sent
by the Comptroller General to individual
agency heads and relevant congressional
committees on the status of unimplemented
priority recommendations, identify any ad-
ditional congressional oversight actions that
can help agencies implement such priority
recommendations and address any under-
lying issues relating to such implementa-
tion;

(3) make publicly available the informa-
tion described in paragraphs (1) and (2); and

4) publish any known costs of
unimplemented priority recommendations, if
applicable.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY)
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. KELLER) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New

York. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
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consent that all Members have 5 legis-
lative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak in
strong support of H.R. 7331, the Improv-
ing Government for America’s Tax-
payers Act, which was introduced by
Representatives DEREK KILMER and
WILLIAM TIMMONS, chair and vice chair
of the Select Committee on the Mod-
ernization of Congress. I thank Rank-
ing Member COMER, and Representa-
tives CONNOLLY, MACE,
KRISHNAMOORTHI, NORMAN, PORTER, and
NORTON for cosponsoring this bill.

This is an important bipartisan bill
that would help improve the implemen-
tation of recommendations made to
Congress by the Government Account-
ability Office. GAO’s work for Congress
is invaluable and helps us to ensure a
more effective and efficient govern-
ment in serving the people and the
needs of the American people.

The bill would direct GAO to consoli-
date recommendations to Congress in
one succinct report. It would also di-
rect GAO to identify any additional
oversight actions Congress should take
to assist agencies in implementing
their open priority recommendations.
Implementing GAO’s recommendations
to agencies and Congress would help
improve government efficiency and
save taxpayers’ dollars.

As we seek greater transparency and
accountability within our Federal Gov-
ernment, I appreciate the bipartisan
approach that Chair KILMER and Vice
Chair TIMMONS have taken on this bill.
I commend my colleagues, Senator
PORTMAN and Senator PETERS, for sup-
porting this bill in the Senate.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support this bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Government Ac-
countability Office serves a vital role
in examining agency spending and ad-
vising lawmakers and Federal agencies
how to make government work better
for the American people.

GAO makes many recommendations
regarding specific actions executive
branch agencies should take to save
taxpayer dollars. It also suggests legis-
lative actions Congress could take to
improve government performance.

Despite GAO’s successes, there are
more than 100 actions executive branch
agencies could take to be more effec-
tive and achieve greater efficiency.

H.R. 7331 will consolidate open GAO
recommendations for review by con-
gressional leadership and the appro-
priate committees of jurisdiction. It
will annually highlight the congres-
sional oversight and legislative actions
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suggested to address these rec-
ommendations.

In doing so, the bill will help ensure
that Congress has the tools it needs to
pass needed legislation and spur execu-
tive agencies to implement needed re-
forms.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman
from Pennsylvania does not have any
further speakers, I am prepared to
close, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 7331
will help Congress address specific—but
fixable—issues across our sprawling
Federal Government which are causing
waste, fraud, abuse, and mismanage-
ment.

This bipartisan legislation will help
improve the functioning of the Amer-
ican people’s government and ulti-
mately save taxpayer dollars.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of
H.R. 7331, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
CAROLYN B. MALONEY) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 7331, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

FIRST RESPONDER FAIR RETURN
FOR EMPLOYEES ON THEIR INI-
TIAL RETIREMENT EARNED ACT

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend
the rules and pass the bill (H.R. 521) to
permit disabled law enforcement offi-
cers, customs and border protection of-
ficers, firefighters, air traffic control-
lers, nuclear materials couriers, mem-
bers of the Capitol Police, members of
the Supreme Court Police, employees
of the Central Intelligence Agency per-
forming intelligence activities abroad
or having specialized security require-
ments, and diplomatic security special
agents of the Department of State to
receive retirement benefits in the same
manner as if they had not been dis-
abled, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 521

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘First Re-
sponder Fair Return for Employees on Their
Initial Retirement Earned Act’ or the “First
Responder Fair RETIRE Act’.
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